
 
 

 

Adaptation of Predators and Prey 

 

Read the passage on the adaptation of predators and prey carefully. Fill in the 

blanks with the appropriate words or phrases from the passage to complete the 

summary. 

 

Adaptation is a process that living organisms undergo to survive in their 

environments. Predators and prey have developed remarkable adaptations that 

help them in the constant struggle for __________. Let's explore some of these 

adaptations and how they contribute to the balance of ecosystems. 

Predator Adaptations: Predators are animals that hunt and eat other animals, 

known as prey. They have evolved various adaptations that make them efficient 

__________. 

1. Camouflage: Many predators have developed camouflage, which helps 

them blend into their surroundings. This makes it easier for them to sneak up 

on their unsuspecting __________. For example, the snow leopard's spotted 

coat helps it blend into snowy landscapes. 

2. Speed and Agility: Predators like cheetahs are built for speed, allowing 

them to chase down fast prey. Their long legs and __________ help them 

make quick turns during high-speed pursuits. 

3. Sharp Senses: Predators often have excellent senses to detect their prey. 

Owls have exceptional night vision and keen __________, allowing them to 

locate rodents even in complete darkness. 

4. Predatory Tools: Animals like lions and tigers have sharp __________ and 

powerful jaws that help them catch and subdue their prey. These tools are 

essential for capturing and consuming their meals. 

Prey Adaptations: Prey animals have also developed unique adaptations to 

avoid being captured by predators. 

1. Camouflage: Prey animals, too, use camouflage to hide from predators. 

Some insects resemble leaves or twigs, making it hard for predators to 

__________. 

2. Speed and Agility: Just as predators are fast, prey animals have evolved to 

be agile and __________. Gazelles, for instance, can run at high speeds to 

escape predators like lions. 



 
 

 

3. Warning Signals: Some prey animals have developed warning signals to 

alert others of danger. The bright __________ of poison dart frogs, for 

instance, signal that they are toxic and should not be eaten. 

4. Protective Shells: Many animals, such as turtles and armadillos, have 

protective shells that shield them from predators. These shells act as 

__________, making it difficult for predators to harm them. 

5. Group Behavior: Some prey animals, like zebras, stick together in groups. 

This makes it harder for predators to __________ and capture an individual. 

Conclusion: The intricate adaptations of both predators and prey showcase the 

incredible diversity and complexity of the natural world. These adaptations have 

developed over generations through a process of natural selection, where those 

individuals with traits that best suit their environment have a higher chance of 

__________ and passing on their genes. This delicate balance between predators 

and prey is crucial for maintaining healthy ecosystems and ensuring the survival 

of various species. 

 

Discuss or take home 

Name one adaptation that both predators and prey might use, and explain how 

it benefits each group differently. 

Remember to choose the best answer for each question based on the 

information from the passage.  

 


